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as their worst exploiter, connected with Social Democracy by some mysterious Jewish power behind the scenes. The War made things worse, for, apart from the demagogy of the Catholic predecessors of Hitlerism, it provided the peasants with a much sounder reason for opposing those who had hitherto been their best customers.
As in Germany,1 the activities of the centralised War economy became a main source of general discontent. The Viennese workers, reduced to famine rations,2 naturally opposed the government as responsible for the War. But to the peasants, whose grain was requisitioned " for Vienna", the city became a pernicious power. Discontent against cc Vienna ", i.e. the War-economic " centrals ", was not diminished by the fact that large numbers of peasants, who were mainly concerned with cattle-rearing, felt the shortcomings of Austrian War economics not as producers only, but also as consumers. These facts helped to create hatred of the regime among its main supporters, and to bring the peasant into the anti-Hapsburg front.3 But as the new regime could not avoid supplying Vienna by food-requisitions in the provinces, the antagonism was immediately turned against the " Reds ", who were also known to cherish sinister plans against the Church and Property. Nor were the provincial workers, although, of course, inclined to sympathise in political matters with their Viennese comrades, in complete solidarity with them on the food problem. The local Workers5 and Soldiers3 Councils fought desperately to retain the local food supplies.
At a later stage the strange intention of the Allies at the Peace Conference to burden the Austrian republic, i.e. the. Alpine countries with some 6 million inhabitants, with all the responsibilities and debts of the Austrian half of the Dual Monarchy,4 with its 27 million inhabitants, contributed to Provincial separatism. If the Galician Poles, who had always participated in and supported the government of Imperial Austria, could by mere secession become "Allies" and "Victorious Powers", there seemed to be no reason why the Tyrolese should not at least save the South Tyrolese Germans from direct annexation and oppression, by seceding and forming an " independent"
1 See above, p. 86.
2 Three ounces of bread and flour daily during the larger part of the year 1918 1
3 The demand of the Tyrolese and Upper-Austrian peasant Christian Socials for the immediate abolition of the monarchy led their party, on November n, 1918, to abandon their attempts to oppose the proclamation of the Republic.
* The fear of such a development formed the mam reason for the Austrians preferring the term " German Austria *'.